InText Parenthetical Citations

Take a moment to carefully consider the placement of the parts and punctuation of this intext
citation. Note that there is no punctuation indicating the end of a sentence inside of the
quotation marks—closing punctuation should instead follow the parentheses. There is also no
punctuation between the author’s last name and the page number inside of the parentheses.
The misplacement of these simple punctuation marks is one of the most common errors
students make when crafting intext citations.
So, let's say we have the following quote, which comes from page 100 of Elizabeth
Gaskell's 
North and South
: "Margaret had never spoken of Helstone since she left it." [1]
The following examples show 
incorrect
MLA formatting:
"Margaret had never spoken of

Incorrect because the period falls within the quotation marks

Helstone since she left it." (Gaskell
100)

"Margaret had never spoken of

Incorrect because of the comma separating the author's last

Helstone since she left it" (Gaskell,

name and the page number

100).

"Margaret had never spoken of

Incorrect because the author's full name is used instead of just

Helstone since she left it" (Elizabeth

her last name

Gaskell 100).

"Margaret had never spoken of

Incorrect because the title of the work appears, rather than the

Helstone since she left it" (
North and

author's last name; the title should only be used if no author

South
100).

name is provided

The following example shows 
correct
MLA formatting:
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"Margaret had never spoken of Helstone since she left it" (Gaskell 100).

Basic in-text citation rules
In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what is known as
parenthetical citation
. This method involves placing relevant source information in parentheses
after a quote or a paraphrase.
General Guidelines
●

The source information required in a parenthetical citation depends (1.) upon the source
medium (e.g. Print, Web, DVD) and (2.) upon the source’s entry on the Works Cited
(bibliography) page.

●

Any source information that you provide in-text must correspond to the source information on
the Works Cited page. More specifically, whatever signal word or phrase you provide to your
readers in the text, must be the first thing that appears on the left-hand margin of the
corresponding entry in the Works Cited List.

In-text citations: Author-page style
MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name
and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and
a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either
in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s)
should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For example:
Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of
powerful feelings" (263).
Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful
feelings" (Wordsworth 263).
Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process
(263).
Both citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell readers that the information
in the sentence can be located on page 263 of a work by an author named Wordsworth. If readers
want more information about this source, they can turn to the Works Cited page, where, under the
name of Wordsworth, they would find the following information:
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Wordsworth, William. 
Lyrical Ballads
. London: Oxford UP, 1967. Print.

In-text citations for print sources with known author
For Print sources like books, magazines, scholarly journal articles, and newspapers, provide a signal
word or phrase (usually the author’s last name) and a page number. If you provide the signal
word/phrase in the sentence, you do not need to include it in the parenthetical citation.
Human beings have been described by Kenneth Burke as "symbolusing animals"
(3).
Human beings have been described as "symbolusing animals" (Burke 3).
These examples must correspond to an entry that begins with Burke, which will be the first thing that
appears on the left-hand margin of an entry in the Works Cited:
Burke, Kenneth. 
Language as Symbolic Action: Essays on Life, Literature, and
Method
. Berkeley: U of California P, 1966. Print.

In-text citations for print sources by a corporate author
When a source has a corporate author, it is acceptable to use the name of the corporation followed by
the page number for the in-text citation. You should also use abbreviations (e.g., nat'l for national)
where appropriate, so as to avoid interrupting the flow of reading with overly long parenthetical
citations.

In-text citations for print sources with no known author
When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an author name.
Place the title in quotation marks if it's a short work (such as an article) or italicize it if it's a longer
work (e.g. plays, books, television shows, entire Web sites) and provide a page number.
We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely because this
region has "more readily accessible climatic data and more comprehensive
programs to monitor and study environmental change . . ." ("Impact of Global
Warming" 6).
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In this example, since the reader does not know the author of the article, an abbreviated title of the
article appears in the parenthetical citation which corresponds to the full name of the article which
appears first at the left-hand margin of its respective entry in the Works Cited. Thus, the writer
includes the title in quotation marks as the signal phrase in the parenthetical citation in order to lead
the reader directly to the source on the Works Cited page. The Works Cited entry appears as follows:
"The Impact of Global Warming in North America." 
Global Warming: Early Signs
. 1999.
Web. 23 Mar. 2009.

We'll learn how to make a Works Cited page in a bit, but right now it's important to know that
parenthetical citations and Works Cited pages allow readers to know which sources you
consulted in writing your essay, so that they can either verify your interpretation of the
sources or use them in their own scholarly work.

Citing indirect sources
Sometimes you may have to use an indirect source. An indirect source is a source cited in another
source. For such indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source you actually consulted. For
example:
Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social service
centers, and they don't do that well" (qtd. in Weisman 259).

Note that, in most cases, a responsible researcher will attempt to find the original source, rather than
citing an indirect source.

Citing non-print or sources from the Internet
With more and more scholarly work being posted on the Internet, you may have to cite research you
have completed in virtual environments. While many sources on the Internet should not be used for
scholarly work (reference the OWL's 
Evaluating Sources of Information
resource), some Web sources
are perfectly acceptable for research. When creating in-text citations for electronic, film, or Internet
sources, remember that your citation must reference the source in your Works Cited.
Sometimes writers are confused with how to craft parenthetical citations for electronic sources
because of the absence of page numbers, but often, these sorts of entries do not require any sort of
parenthetical citation at all. For electronic and Internet sources, follow the following guidelines:
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●

Include in the text the first item that appears in the Work Cited entry that corresponds to the
citation (e.g. author name, article name, website name, film name).

●

You do not need to give paragraph numbers or page numbers based on your Web browser’s
print preview function.

●

Unless you must list the Website name in the signal phrase in order to get the reader to the
appropriate entry, do not include URLs in-text. Only provide partial URLs such as when the
name of the site includes, for example, a domain name, like 
CNN.com
or
Forbes.com
as
opposed to writing out http://www.cnn.com or http://www.forbes.com.

Miscellaneous non-print sources
Werner Herzog's 
Fitzcarraldostars Herzog's longtime film partner, Klaus
Kinski. During the shooting of 
Fitzcarraldo
, Herzog and Kinski were often at
odds, but their explosive relationship fostered a memorable and influential
film.

During the presentation, Jane Yates stated that invention and prewriting are
areas of rhetoric that need more attention.

In the two examples above “Herzog” from the first entry and “Yates” from the second lead the reader
to the first item each citation’s respective entry on the Works Cited page:
Herzog, Werner, dir. 
Fitzcarraldo
. Perf. Klaus Kinski. Filmverlag der Autoren,
1982. Film.

Yates, Jane. "Invention in Rhetoric and Composition." Gaps Addressed: Future Work
in Rhetoric and Composition, CCCC, Palmer House Hilton, 2002. Presentation.

Electronic sources
One online film critic stated that 
Fitzcarraldois "...a beautiful and
terrifying critique of obsession and colonialism" (Garcia, “Herzog: a Life”).
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The 
Purdue OWLis accessed by millions of users every year. Its "MLA Formatting
and Style Guide" is one of the most popular resources (Stolley et al.).

In the first example, the writer has chosen not to include the author name in-text; however, two
entries from the same author appear in the Works Cited. Thus, the writer includes both the author’s
last name and the article title in the parenthetical citation in order to lead the reader to the
appropriate entry on the Works Cited page (see below). In the second example, “Stolley et al.” in the
parenthetical citation gives the reader an author name followed by the abbreviation “et al.,” meaning,
“and others,” for the article “MLA Formatting and Style Guide.” Both corresponding Works Cited
entries are as follows:
Garcia, Elizabeth. "Herzog: a Life." 
Online Film Critics Corner
. The Film School of
New Hampshire, 2 May 2002. Web. 8 Jan. 2009.

Stolley, Karl, et al. "MLA Formatting and Style Guide." The OWL at Purdue. 10 May
2006. Purdue University Writing Lab. 12 May 2006.

When a citation is not needed
Common sense and ethics should determine your need for documenting sources. You do not need to
give sources for familiar proverbs, well-known quotations or common knowledge. Remember, this is a
rhetorical choice, based on audience. If you're writing for an expert audience of a scholarly journal, for
example, they'll have different expectations of what constitutes common knowledge.

